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TRIBUTE TO MR. FRED GADDIS

HON. CHARLES W. ‘‘CHIP’’ PICKERING
OF MISSISSIPPI

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 12, 2002

Mr. PICKERING. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to recognize and pay tribute to Mr. Fred
Gaddis, Sr., a former businessman and mayor
of Forest, MS. Mr. Gaddis was beloved by the
citizens in his community for his vision and
dedication to improving the quality of life for all
those around him. His death was devastating
to those who knew him and certainly affected
the town of Forest and Scott County.

Mr. Gaddis attended both Mississippi State
University (MSU) and the University of South-
ern Mississippi (USM). At MSU, he was a
classmate of our beloved 3rd District Con-
gressman G.V. ‘‘Sonny’’ Montgomery. He left
USM to serve our country in the Navy during
World War II as a pilot. After his service to the
Nation, he returned to Forest and Scott Coun-
ty where he began his legacy as a pioneer in
the poultry industry. He started his first poultry
plant with under $1,700 and then built Gaddis
Industries, which included 38 poultry farms
and several other farming industries. His vi-
sion has helped make Scott County the fifth-
largest poultry-producing county in America.

He has been recognized at State, national,
and world levels for his work in the poultry in-
dustry. He even represented the United States
Government at the World’s Food Fair in Tokyo
and Hong Kong. For his pioneering efforts and
success in the poultry industry, his picture
hangs today in the Mississippi State University
Poultry Hall of Fame, and in the Mississippi
Agricultural Museum in Jackson.

Besides being a successful and visionary
businessman, Mr. Gaddis served the city of
Forest as mayor for 32 years where his mis-
sion was always serving the people. He ful-
filled his mission by improving the quality of
life for those in Forest and Scott County. Dur-
ing his tenure as mayor, a new community
center, library, fire station, airport, coliseum,
and city hall were built. He also personally
bought a bus for the school system when they
could not afford it, and paid for lunches out of
his own resources for the students in the For-
est schools before the Federal lunch program
was established. As a tribute to his many con-
tributions one of the city parks in Forest is
named for him.

Mr. Gaddis was particularly active in com-
munity and religious activities. He served as a
deacon at Forest Baptist Church, and spon-
sored the building and furnishing of a cottage
in the Baptist Children’s Village in Clinton, that
houses 14 boys. He is the recipient of the Sil-
ver Beaver award from the Boy Scouts and
the Troop 63 Eagle Class is named in his
honor. Mr. Gaddis is also a Mason and past
president of the Lions Club.

Survivors include his wife of 58 years, Mary
(better known as ‘‘Tweency’’), sons Michael
and David, daughter Beverly, two sisters, 12
grandchildren, and four great-grandchildren.
The citizens of Forest and Scott County will
sorely miss him.

Fred Gaddis’s resume may span several
pages for his successful business, and his vi-
sion as a mayor for Forest and service to his
community. However, the legacy he leaves
behind cannot fully be expressed by what he
did, but rather by the people he touched and

the way he lived his life. He had a deep love
for God, family, friends, and community. I ex-
tend my sympathy to his family and all those
in Scott County who have been affected by
this loss. I am very appreciative of Mr.
Gaddis’s legacy, and am hopeful that it will
encourage others to follow in his footsteps of
public service for a better community and con-
cern for others.
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. RODNEY P. FRELINGHUYSEN
OF NEW JERSEY

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 12, 2002

Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN. Mr. Speaker, I was
unable to be present for rollcall votes on Feb-
ruary 5, 6, and 7. Had I been present, I would
have voted ‘‘yea’’ on rollcall votes Nos. 6, 7,
8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, and 14.
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NATIONAL EYE DONATION MONTH

HON. SHERROD BROWN
OF OHIO

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 12, 2002

Mr. BROWN of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, you and
I and Americans throughout the country have
the power to help restore sight to thousands of
people in need. That is the potential inherent
in eye donation. By signing a donor card and
telling our loved ones about our wish to do-
nate, each of us can give the precious gift of
sight to people like Harold Urick from Cleve-
land, Ohio. Mr. Urick lost his eyesight as a
brave soldier during World War II and later re-
ceived the gift of sight after a cornea trans-
plant—allowing him to see his family again.

March is National Eye Donor Month. It is an
opportunity to celebrate the gift of sight, to
honor past donors and their families, and to
raise public awareness regarding the impor-
tance of eye donation.

Last year, through the miracle of corneal
transplantation, 47,000 individuals had their
sight restored. This year, thousands of Ameri-
cans will require sight-restoring cornea trans-
plants. We in Congress can help ensure a suf-
ficient supply of precious corneas by edu-
cating the public about the importance of eye
donation and encouraging more Americans to
become donors.

Our nation’s eye banks, along with the Eye
Bank Association of America, work tirelessly to
restore sight through the advancement and
promotion of eye banking. Through meticulous
screening procedures, accredited eye banks
ensure that Americans in need of a cornea
transplant receive safe tissue. Eye banks have
developed an informal national distribution
system that ensures that tissue can be avail-
able whenever a cornea is needed for surgery,
but each year the demand for tissue in-
creases.

As National Eye Donation Month ap-
proaches, I encourage my colleagues to work
with their local eye banks and the Eye Bank
Association of America to promote eye dona-
tion and provide more people like Mr. Urick
with the miracle cornea transplantation pro-
vides. There is no gift more meaningful, more
profoundly important, than the gift of sight.

TRIBUTE TO KATHRYN WILLIAMS

HON. JAMES E. CLYBURN
OF SOUTH CAROLINA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 12, 2002

Mr. CLYBURN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
pay tribute to Kathryn Williams of South Caro-
lina, a respected lawyer and the first woman
ever to lead the forty-four year old South
Carolina Trial Lawyers Association. Ms. Wil-
liams career achievements and accomplish-
ments are exemplified in her extraordinary
contributions to the State of South Carolina.

Ms. Williams was born in Fort Mill, South
Carolina. She received her undergraduate de-
gree from Clemson University and her law de-
gree from the University of South Carolina
School of Law. She started her own practice
in 1989, not long after graduation.

In 1993, Ms. Williams was named Greenville
Likable Lawyer, during a local celebration of
law week. Ms. Williams serves on the Board
of Governors of the South Carolina Trial Law-
yers Association. During her years of involve-
ment in the South Carolina Trial Lawyers As-
sociation, Ms. Williams has held various of-
fices, including Editor, Secretary, Treasurer,
Vice President and President Elect.

As President of the Trial Lawyers Associa-
tion for one year Ms. Williams will lead a
1,300-member group of plaintiffs attorneys
dedicated to keeping South Carolina’s families
safe and improving the plaintiffs bar.

Mr. Speaker, I ask you to join me today in
honoring Ms. Kathryn Williams for the out-
standing service she has provided to the legal
profession and citizens of South Carolina. I
wish Ms. Williams good luck and Godspeed in
her new position.
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HONORING THE LATE RICHARD
‘‘DICK’’ DAY

HON. LYNN C. WOOLSEY
OF CALIFORNIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 12, 2002

Ms. WOOLSEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
honor the memory of Richard ‘‘Dick’’ Day, a
man who walked his talk with both integrity
and good humor, and whose life should en-
courage every citizen working for a better
community.

Born in Idaho of a large and boisterous fam-
ily 67 years ago, Dick Day matured in the hot
political atmosphere of the California of the
60’s. Not one to fear overwhelming odds, the
young Dick Day chaired John F. Kennedy’s
presidential campaign in the Republican heart-
land of Orange County. Later, Day attended
U.C. Berkeley’s Boalt School of Law balancing
his studies with a whimsical campaign for a
seat in the California legislature, which he lost
handily.

After graduation in 1968, the 32-year-old
lawyer moved to the fast growing city of
Rohnert Park in Sonoma County. The next
year, Day moved to Santa Rosa and won
election to the Sonoma County Board of Edu-
cation. In 1970 he lost an election to the
Sonoma County Board of Supervisors. In
1979, Day was selected by Governor Jerry
Brown to fill a vacancy on the Sonoma County
Municipal Court, a position he lost in a mid-
year election a year later.
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